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(iii) First Measures. Already before the creation of the Com-
missariat measures had been taken against the Jews.
Many of them had been affected by the laws we have examined
previously relating to foreigners and French subjects of recent date.
But special legislation has been worked out concerning French
Jews as well as foreign Jews.
First texts had begun by abolishing the offences of racial and
religious libel and abuse, and abrogating the Cremieux decree
which granted French citizenship to native Algerian Jews (Law
of October 7, 1940; decree of November 20, 1940, modified by
a decree of February 12, 1941). These same native Jews have
furthermore been prohibited from buying or selling arms and
munitions (Law published June 6, 1941). These tests were
followed by a law of October 3, 1940 (modified by the law of
April ii3 1941, and a law published on May 5, 1941), which fixed
the status of the Jews, was applicable in the Colonies (Decree
published March 15, 1941), and remained in force until June 1941.
For purposes of this legislation, persons with three grand-
parents, or two grandparents and a husband or wife, of Jewish
race, were regarded as Jews.
Jews were not as such debarred from French nationality, but
were excluded from all public employment, from the teaching pro-
fession, from subsidised businesses, as well as from managerial
positions in the Press, broadcasting, and the cinema. Their entry
into the liberal professions was restricted to the percentage fixed by
a righment d* administration publique.
Exceptions were allowed on the grounds of certain military
services, and in the case of Jews who had won distinction in art,
science, or letters. It was an exception of this kind that Henri
Bergson refused to take advantage of shortly before his death.
No exception has, however, been allowed in favour of children
of Jews who died for France.
The application of the law was in any case deferred with regard
to prisoners of war and Jews with the colours.
We must note that a system of pensions and temporary allow-
ances was provided by the law published on May 5,1941 (Article 3),
for Jews dismissed from the public services who satisfied or were
eligible to satisfy the conditions laid down for obtaining a pension
(from the State, from a special retirement fund, or from a State
Insurance scheme). Those who do not satisfy these conditions
continue to receive their pay for a period fixed by a regie went
d* administration publique.
In a statement to the American Press (Journaldes Debats, October
25, 1940) Paul Baudoin, at that time Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, had made the following comment on the measures adopted: